xii                         INTERVIEWING JAPAN
of reading the articles in this book. The Japa-
nese have taken Western science, machinery, cer-
tain forms of Government,, education and organi- ,
zation, and made them their own, adapting, adjust-
ing and blending to and with what they akeady
had on hand. The new ideas have revolutionized
Japan only externally* How really conservative
the man-in-the-street is the reader can gauge by
such interviews as Venus de MiJo is Indecent.
The group mind of the Japanese is singularly
well trained. Education is compulsory and literacy
stands at over 99%. The product is a stand-
ardized one from one end of the Japanese Empire
to the other. Reading matter in schools is care*
fully edited and presented these days according
to military standards; the radio and the press
are censored and controlled; short-wave radios
are illegal. For nearly two decades, the fad of
sending students abroad has waned and Japan,
since 1931, has gloried in refolding her old cul-
ture and made a fetish of it. Even as in the era
of "The Great Peace" the Japanese mind is cramp-
ed, constrained and limited. The outside world
has become a far-away place. Even now, only
a mere handful of people know of the "rape of
Nanking," In fact, it is said that Government
fears to have the war come to an end for then the